St Mary's News ff

Thank you so much to everyone who came and supported ‘Share a Sound.” The children
were amazing at showing the grownups how we learn our phonics and demonstrated a
fabulous insight to how reading is taught at St. Mary’s. Thank you for your continued
support, together your children will be ‘big readers tomorrow.’




Year 6 have had a fantastic afternoon with Jess from Sandersons Dance Education. This is

our second week of street dance and they are busting moves like strictly professionals.



https://www.facebook.com/profile.php?id=61555875764275&__cft__%5b0%5d=AZbF3TpCHOR5-c3L2abHej_as96eRdCxAVL87M2V6avgrsBILdQOH4zrvCJ5Jj4yu-kLj4o9t7rxSvlMw9lw1nggRZDmpClueQ-jwYCK1HhDfKBnqS4yXmZqmPi3zov9xPZj8zGERsg8N2H4VZEecLoGFfc5dasBWejQPMVb_ZTtxEyYqxTXYZ0wliQ5RUgGqpE&__tn__=-%5dK-R

Father David came in on Friday morning to celebrate a Lenten mass with us all. We thought
about what we could do during Lent whether it be fasting, helping others or giving to charity.




World Book Day




A big shout out to one of our Year 6 pupils. Patsy won first place in competition across
several local schools to design a training top for Burnley Women'’s first team training top.
Burnley FC in the Community Well done, Patsy - we are extremely proud of you!



https://www.facebook.com/burnleyfccommunity?__cft__%5b0%5d=AZZ5ckA7ZFpVSa6vEWDgHWa-hN_Gk0UAMRgNW6YJAcVbD4ewJnD4xxV55_A129ybu8hXLTLM8QWnrI0zFC6kwq0gZGdBcnWG_omPqwfBVrP0J-Hs8V84DCGR9gTNXIw3Wbx4Cngj3gJf4raEuWpJ4uE9&__tn__=-%5dK-R

Healthy Snack Reminder % %

From after half term, at break time, children will only be allowed to bring fruit or
vegetables as a snack. As a healthy school, we want to encourage good eating habits,
support children’s wellbeing, and help them stay focused and energized for learning.

Children in Reception to Year 2 will continue to be provided with fruit in school, so there is
no need to send in a snack for these year groups.

Children in Key Stage 2 may bring in a piece of fruit or vegetables only to enjoy at break
time.

Thank you for your continued support in helping us promote a healthy school. . ’

Year 5 Swimming

Year 5 Swimming will resume on Monday 2nd March 2026 the whole class will be going
swimming together.

We ask parents to remind children of the safety rules so they can enjoy their swimming
time weekly at St Peters.

Please make sure they have their swimming kit each Monday and are prepared.



Forest School /Outdoor learning Sessions - Spring Two ,@ A @

See below for Year Groups who will be accessing Forest School /outdoor learning in Spring
Two. Please make sure your child brings in suitable wellies and waterproofs.

They may come to school wearing old clothes on the day of their Forest School. If you are
struggling with providing waterproofs and wellies please come and speak to us and we can
help .

Tuesday am -Reception
Tuesday pm - Year One

Monday am - Year Four

Lent &

Lent is just around the corner, and we are looking forward to sharing this special season
with our children and families at St Mary’s.

As part of our Lenten journey, the children will be joining the Parish at St Mary’s Church to
share in daily Mass at 9:30am on the following dates:

e Reception and Year 6 — 26/2/26
e Year1andYear5-10/3/26
e Year3-17/3/26

Parents and carers are very welcome to join us at these Masses. As we are on half term for
Ash Wednesday, we will instead be sharing a whole-school Mass together at school on
Friday 6th March at 9:15am. Again, all parents and carers are warmly invited to attend.

Please note that there will be no Celebration Assembly on this day.



To conclude our Lenten journey, we would like to invite you to our Stations of the Cross
Prayer Stations, which will be planned and delivered by our Chaplaincy Team. This will
take place during Holy Week, on Tuesday 31st March at 9:30am, at school.

We look forward to this special time of Lent and to sharing it with you all!

Also, During Lent each Friday we will be wearing purple in exchange for a donation for our
local foodbanks in the community.

These dates are as follows:

e Friday 27th February

Friday 6th March

Friday 13th March

Friday 20th March

Friday 27th March

OLibrary

= %} Guess what? Our library has opened its doors to everyone and their grown-ups...
and we can’t wait!& Every Friday after school, the library will turn into a cosy little
adventure zone where you can:

e Dive into new stories
e Discover magical worlds
¢ Pick out a brilliant book to take home

Bring your curiosity, bring your imagination — and bring your grown-ups too. We’d love to
see you there!

Please note the library is now located in the main school building, pop into the office and
we can show you the way!

Lunchtime Clubs f

Next week we have some of the following clubs starting during lunchtimes... if you would
love to learn a new hobby or practise some existing skills please come along!

Monday Lunchtime - Chaplaincy Team (existing members only)
Monday Lunchtime - Well-being

Tuesday Lunchtime - Choir (KS2 Children) - this will be starting after half term



Wednesday Lunchtime - Dance Club (KS2 Children)
Thursday Lunchtime - Prodigy/Timestable Rockstars Maths Practice (Years 3 &4)

Friday Lunchtime - School Council (existing members only)
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In addition to reading, SATs Companion and spelling
work, it would be lovely if you could try some more
creative activities at home.

You will see below a few ideas for possible activities 1o complete at
home relating to our current work. You can draw pictures, write
sentences, create a PowerPot of even taks pholographs. Please
complete any chafeenges on of before Friday 13% February =o we
can see your hard wok. Have funt
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Year 6
Mrs Blezard & Mrs Stalton
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Information for Parents | i

tﬁﬁ: March 2026

6-week Autism Eygnet Courses run regularly

U~ U U U~ U
Anxiety / Behaviour ontine online
Elims 5
B., i 5..,,
U~ U U~ U U U
Online online ‘Autism + Education
‘Autism & Sensory Processing Parent Support Basically Cheer, Burniey

U-U gl
Early Years support Session
(©-11y) parent support
FH New Era, Accrington L Ihmw Blackburn
10am.- 12pm 10am - 11:30am

Teenage vears
FH New Era, Accrington
10am - 12pm

k<

Please find below the link for Lancashire County Council's SEND newsletter, it is full of

amazing activities for all children.
It is updated 4 times on their website.

SEND Newsletter - Lancashire County Council

‘scan nere
for more information
Frerer

BARNARDOS =~


https://www.lancashire.gov.uk/children-education-families/special-educational-needs-and-disabilities/getting-help/send-newsletter/

INHS|

Lancashire &
South Cumbria

NHS Foundation Trust

East Lancashire
Young People’s Mental Health

Concerned about your Mental Health?
Are you under 18 or concerned about
someone under 18?

Advice sessions are available on-line via
‘Attend Anywhere’
Delivered by CYPMH East
tinyurl.com/ELCAS-LSCFT

Enter the word “CYPMH East” as the first name and “drop in” as the
second name followed by your date of birth.
You will then enter our virtual waiting area where we will collect you.

Wednesday 4t March 2026 1pm -3pm
Wednesday 11t March 2026 3pm-5pm
Wednesday 18" March 2026 5pm-7pm
Wednesday 25" March 202& 1pm -3pm

1 - Throughout March 2026, the Primary Mental Health Team are offering online drop -in sessions for children and young
people, as well as for anyone who is worried about someone under the age of 18. These sessions provide a safe, confidential
space to talk to a mental health practitioner and get advice or support.
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With reading for pleasure in decline, this practical guide offers ten thoughtful ways to
reignite children’s enthusiasm for books. From valuing all forms of reading to broadening
access to diverse materials, it explores how adults can nurture positive reading habits both
at home and in school.

Digital tools, audiobooks and augmented reality are also considered as engaging ways to
support today’s readers. It also highlights the power of social connection — recommending
books, reading together and meeting authors — alongside the importance of modelling
reading ourselves. With expert insight from literacy specialist Carl Pattison, this edition
provides supportive, achievable ideas to help young people reconnect with reading and see
it as a meaningful part of everyday life.

ESOL |

Classes 5

=S

To register your interest, please scan the
QR code below or email
LRITesolandcareers@lancashire.gov.uk

Lancashire
County TNy
Council &2

2 - Starting 6th January 2026, Down Town will be offering free informal ESOL (English for Speakers of Other Languages)
classes!

Two levels available:
e Beginners: 10:30 AM
e Intermediate: 11:30 AM

Register here: https://forms.office.com/e/na6hWPb2st

We also need your help with donations for our Mud Kitchen and forest school!


https://forms.office.com/e/na6hWPb2st?fbclid=IwZXh0bgNhZW0CMTAAYnJpZBEwZTV1bE11Rk03enRKT09sMnNydGMGYXBwX2lkEDIyMjAzOTE3ODgyMDA4OTIAAR4IFKOKdAnro9LLydXJzmQMHwK1tkGn1InGDvvIdYd3FnLWoA0BnCKaV3RLFg_aem_-tO_ZKSIKUZm7cbM55dynQ

Donations of pots, pans and utensils for our mud kitchen would be very much appreciated,
along with any old wellies and waterproofs that you no longer have a use for that our
children can wear whilst joining in with our new forest school.

Many thanks
Our new school uniform is now available to purchase from Moonline. Prices are listed below.

We realise that the process converting to the new uniform has not been smooth sailing
therefore we understand if you do not wish to purchase the new uniform until the new
academic year (September 2026). Please note that when we return in September 2026 the
new uniform will be compulsory for all pupils.

If you are in need of any of our ‘old style’ uniform, please get in contact with us and we can
help with some of the stock we have in school.

We hope this provides families with ample time to make purchases and prepare for the
transition.

Navy/Sky - % Zip Top -3-4 Yrs - 11-12 Yrs - £13.9912-13 Above - £14.99
Navy/Sky - Polo - 3-4 Yrs - 11-12 Yrs - £11.5012-13 Above - £12.99
Navy/Sky - Shorts - 3-4 Yrs - 11-12 Yrs - £8.9912-13 Above - £9.99
Navy/Sky - Leggings - £11.50 All sizes to 13 Years

Navy/Sky - Track Bottoms - £12.99 All sizes to 13 Years

Parents,

If there are any changes in terms of allergies, medication, contact numbers, photo consent
or anything we need to know about please ensure that you are keeping us regularly up to
date. If you also would like to come in and check with us that what we have on our system is
correct please call into the office, it is so important that we have all the correct and relevant
information to keep your children safe.

Kind Regards

The office team



St. Mary’s R.C. Primary School ROIIIEFO

A Voluntary Academy Cathalc Aoaceny Trst
Holcombe Drive, Burnley, Lancashire BB10 4BH
Tel: (01282) 427546
e-mail: messageus@st-marys-burnley.lancs.sch.uk

web-site: www.st-marys-burnley.lancs.sch.uk
Head teacher} Mr Ian Jones

Dear Parents/Carers
Due to a child in our school with a severe nut allergy we are now a nut free schoal.

Please ensure that any snack or packed lunch your child brings to school does not contain
any nuts.

Thank you for your continued support.
Kind Regards

School Office

Online Safety

Please find below some information on how to help keep children safe on social media and
some guidance on how to set parental restrictions on devices and accounts.
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Adult animated content is increasingly visible on platforms such as YouTube, TikTok and
streaming services. While the bright visuals and cartoon style may seem harmless at first
glance, many of these shows and clips are created specifically for mature audiences,
featuring strong language, sexual references, graphic violence and unsettling themes.



This #WakeUpWednesday guide helps parents and educators understand the risks, from
misleading visuals and algorithm-driven recommendations to desensitisation and edgy
humour. It also offers practical advice on platform settings, open conversations and building
children’s critical thinking, so young people can navigate online animation safely and
confidently.

@ t y

Facebook (13+)

Included in Facebook's settings are
the ability to set who can see your
posts, who can contact you and the

Instagram (13+)

When you set up your account it s automatically
set as public (except if you are under 18 and itis
set to private as default, although you can change

WhatsApp
13+)

By default, WhatsApp sets your privacy

ability to review all posts before itto public). settings to allow any WhatsApp user to
appearing on your timeline. see your read receipts, last
Remove a follower: Go to their profile and seen, about and profile photo. To

Unfriend: o to their profile, click tap Following’ and select Unfollow. change any of these settings, go
on the three dots, click on Blocking/Reporting: To do this, tap their to Settings and then select Privacy,
Following and tap Unfollow. username, tap on the 3 dots in the top right and

ing: go to their profile, click select Block or Report. Blocking/Reporting: You can block
on the three dots and select Block. Turn off commenting on a post: Tap the 340tS  and report a user by clicking on their

Facebook Privacy Check up: this tool  above your post and select Turn Off Commenting.  name and selecting Block or Report
helps you review your settings: You can report any issues direct to

; : hitps:/helpinstagram.c
m/hel F‘;“{"“‘,T"IE tisre e < WhatsApp within the app by going to
R Settings, Help, Help Center and
Ve canalics sl Family Gantrs You can also set up Family Centre (supervision)to "2 Us-
(panisin)onessener 1 give youaccess o toolssuch assee whoyour L

child follows and screen time:

fagwhatsapp.com/
751163/ 2locale=en US

TikTok (13+) X (13+)

You can choose to have a public or private account. If you set your account to When you set up your X account, you can
private, then only those you accept as friends can see your videos. Todo this,go  choose whether you would like to keep your
to your profile, tap the 3 line icon, tap Settings and Privacy, go to Privacy and turn  tweets public or protected (private). To check,
on Private account (by default accounts for people under 16 are set to private). 9o to Settings and Privacy, select Privacy and

Safety and then Audience and tagging and
Report inappropriate content: you can report an account, video, commentand  ensure Protect your posts is selected

tps

e Follow the instructions here:

ok.com/en/safety-hc

Unfollow somebody: Go to their profile, click
on following’ to then select ‘unfollow.
Blocking/Report: Go to their profile, click the
three dots and select block or report.

Location: To keep your location private (so
followers can't see the location you are
tweeting from), under Settings and Privacy,
select Privacy and Safety, select Location
Information and ensure Precise location is
disabled.

Family Pairing
You can use Family Pairing to link your own TikTok account to your child's account.
This will give you access to additional controls such as:
- Screen Time Management: Control how long your child can spend on TikTok.
- Direct Messages: Limit who can send messages to them or turn off direct
messaging completely. Direct messaging is automaﬂca”y disabled for
registered accounts between the ages of 13and 1.
+ Restricted Mode: Restrict the appearance of mappmpnale content.
- Search - Option to disable.

Find out more here: hitps://help.x.com/en/

Find out more here: https://wi

Snapchat (13+)
When you set up your account, it is automatically set so only friends you've added can contact you or view your story.

Unfriend: Go to the chat screen, tap and hold on a friend's name, tap ‘Manage Friendship and then tap ‘Remove Friend.
Block a friend: Go to the chat screen, tap and hold on a friend's name, tap ‘Manage Friendship’ and then tap ‘Block’

Location settings: This feature allows your friends to see where you are (including when you are at home) when you have the app
open. It y . Your location won't be shared on the map until you
RRIE G e, Stse el AT YOS 5 i s ORGSO Sl SN SR SISO U SR M)
o matter what location setting you choose):

*+ Ghost Mode (Only Me): your location won't be visible to anyone else.

+ My Friends: your location will be shared with all of your friends.
Select Friends, Except ...: your location will be shared with your friends, except the friends on this lst.
Only These Friends ...: choose specific friends to share your location with

Who Can Contact Me: in your privacy settings you can choose who can contact you directly with Snaps, Chats, calls, etc. Remember,
if you're in a group, then anyone can communicate with you in that Group Chat regardless of your settings. Find out more here:
©itps://help snapchat com/h/en-ghy/articles/7012343074580- How-do-|-change-my-privacy-settings-on-Snapcha

Farily Caatre: this can be set up to provid parental controlsetings such as it your chil'sabily o view centan content in

theStoies and Spotightabs. Find ot more hre: 1os/ela oo 1/he/ ticles/7121384944788 What is-Far




You can set up free parental controls and restrictions on most mobile devices, which can limit what your

child can access.

ios

Using Content & Privacy Restrictions in Screen Time, you can
block or limit specific apps and features on your child’s device.
Find out more here: support.apple.com 0512

Apple have also created this support page for families:

Dates for your diary

Upcoming events

March:

Monday 9th - Science week

Thursday 12th - Stage 4 sacramental programme meeting @ St Mary's school

6:30pm

Tuesday 17th - St Patrick's day

Monday 30th - Holy Week

»nid
Android '
When you turn on parental controls, you can restrict what
content can be downloaded or purchased from Google Play

based on maturity level.

Find out more

You can also set up Family Link, which lets you set digital ground
rules as well as see where they are, receive notifications when
they arrive or leave a certain location and set screen time limits.
You will need to download Family Link onto your own device first
and then link your child's account to it

Find out more here: hitps://families.gaogle/familyli
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