St Mary's News
YOU'RE INVITED!

Reception & Year One
are inviting you to come and

SHARE A SOUND!

Little sounds today,
BIG READERS TOMORROW!

Friday 6th March
2:30 PM

In school

All parents & carers welcome

Cake and refreshments provided!



Healthy Snack Reminder

From after half term, at break time, children will only be allowed to bring fruit or
vegetables as a snack. As a healthy school, we want to encourage good eating habits, support
children’s wellbeing, and help them stay focused and energized for learning.

Children in Reception to Year 2 will continue to be provided with fruit in school, so there is no
need to send in a snack for these year groups.

Children in Key Stage 2 may bring in a piece of fruit or vegetables only to enjoy at break time.

Thank you for your continued support in helping us promote a healthy school. ‘ f

Year 5 Swimming

Year 5 Swimming will begin in Week 2 of the Spring Two term - on Monday 2nd March 2026 the
whole class will be going swimming together.

We ask parents to remind children of the safety rules so they can enjoy their swimming
time weekly at St Peters.

Please make sure they have their swimming kit each Monday and are prepared.

Forest School /Outdoor learning Sessions - Spring Two

See below for Year Groups who will be accessing Forest School /outdoor learning in Spring Two.
Please make sure your child brings in suitable wellies and waterproofs.

They may come to school wearing old clothes on the day of their Forest School. If you are
struggling with providing waterproofs and wellies please come and speak to us and we can

help .
Tuesday am -Reception
Tuesday pm - Year One ( No Forest School on 24/2/26 - Due to Y1 Trip)

Monday am - Year Four



Lent

Lent is just around the corner, and we are looking forward to sharing this special season with
our children and families at St Mary’s.

As part of our Lenten journey, the children will be joining the Parish at St Mary’s Church to
share in daily Mass at 9:30am on the following dates:

¢ Reception and Year 6 — 26/2/26

Year 1 and Year 5 -10/3/26

Year 2 and Year 4 - 12/3/26

Year3-17/3/26

Parents and carers are very welcome to join us at these Masses. As we are on half term for
Ash Wednesday, we will instead be sharing a whole-school Mass together at school on Friday
6th March at 9:15am. Again, all parents and carers are warmly invited to attend.

Please note that there will be no Celebration Assembly on this day.

To conclude our Lenten journey, we would like to invite you to our Stations of the Cross Prayer
Stations, which will be planned and delivered by our Chaplaincy Team. This will take place
during Holy Week, on Tuesday 31st March at 9:30am, at school.

We look forward to this special time of Lent and to sharing it with you all!

Also, During Lent each Friday we will be wearing purple in exchange for a donation for our local
foodbanks in the community.



These dates are as follows:
e Friday 27th February
e Friday 6th March
e Friday 13th March
e Friday 20th March

* Friday 27th March

Library

= ?{} Guess what? Our library has opened its doors to everyone and their grown-ups... and
we can’t wait!& Every Friday after school, the library will turn into a cosy little adventure
zone where you can:

e Dive into new stories
e Discover magical worlds
¢ Pick out a brilliant book to take home

Bring your curiosity, bring your imagination — and bring your grown-ups too. We’d love to see

you there!

Please note the library is now located in the main school building, pop into the office and we

can show you the way!

Lunchtime Clubs

Next week we have some of the following clubs starting during lunchtimes... if you would love
to learn a new hobby or practise some existing skills please come along!

Monday Lunchtime - Chaplaincy Team (existing members only)

Monday Lunchtime - Well-being

Tuesday Lunchtime - Choir (KS2 Children) - this will be starting after half term
Wednesday Lunchtime - Dance Club (KS2 Children)

Thursday Lunchtime - Prodigy/Timestable Rockstars Maths Practice (Years 3 &4)

Friday Lunchtime - School Council (existing members only)
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In addition to reading, times tables and spelling work, it
would be lovely if you could try some more creative
activities at home.

You will see below a few ideas for possible actiities 1o complete at
home relating to our current work. You can draw pictures, write
sentences, creaie 3 PowerPomt of even take pholographs Please
compiete any chalinges on of before Friday 13% February so we

-an see your hard work. Have fun!

SOLAR SYSTEM

Year 5 Miss Howorth
Learning Letter Spring 1 2026
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In addition to reading, SATs Companion and spelling
work, it would be lovely if you could try some more
St. Mary’s R.C. Prlmary School
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creative activities at home.

Year 6
Mrs Blezard & Mrs Stalton
Learning Letter Spring 1 2026
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Letters / messages sent home recently
e Year 4 - School trip to Manchester Museum
e Year 1 - Lancaster Castle Trip
e Forest School Letter

(If you are in need of a copy of one of these letters then please come to see us at the school
office)

Information for Parents

Al is becoming a familiar part of young people’s online experiences, with a growing number of
school tools and entertainment platforms now using it, this #WakeUpWednesday guide breaks

down what Al really is, helping adults explain it clearly and realistically so children don’t
overestimate its abilities or trust it unquestioningly.


https://www.facebook.com/hashtag/wakeupwednesday?__eep__=6&__cft__%5b0%5d=AZZI1PC3X4ZZSSV6hw5AWG94ebbH1FSHVdudSFg6aVUp7U_g_I9oOV8jTZxUYFkfTlo9RG9fD9cK8-rg6YqBpa-icP-PWvRjRLD-1uUi_DKYWm8DV69iZClhyVh6QUllVgCjDb3SQ0VpsiBKkjGTrZiszMvIpjmrzu6_3EDSfPJNEsAdAh3HJQ1UCZr2SY_ZsNs&__tn__=*NK-R

With Safer Internet Day coming up on 10th February, it’s the perfect moment to start
meaningful conversations about how Al systems work, where they appear online, and why
understanding them matters for safe, confident digital use.

Download your FREE copy here >> https://vist.ly/4qaac
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https://l.facebook.com/l.php?u=https%3A%2F%2Fvist.ly%2F4qaac%3Ffbclid%3DIwZXh0bgNhZW0CMTAAYnJpZBEwQjFoR2IwOTdPV1FzSU5OUnNydGMGYXBwX2lkEDIyMjAzOTE3ODgyMDA4OTIAAR59M1r-9aQdULbmWvBfhdxxVX8tvrzF_piwzmqWo2o9tr3ap6usthUfk1pzJw_aem_gc1o36Cq_y9-x3-9lXPcdQ&h=AT19JKelXJIdbSC3088p1adll6xHbDDj4fVsAlF2K68vzzrWKi857XQZFJka0dTZm0-L26nJywUkzpbMZz-QSEG20nOVq5HRKHDS8umiiPI7_EUgITJIAhDf6e4eakI2YM3gtlK-h_lCc5gH&__tn__=-UK-R&c%5b0%5d=AT0rMQmKAVPMZJW1B26Eq2FtHyRJbjEMDuCq08HtsdUmZP_l2H387RN0QSBcfAWXBv2MW1bdlx9ohXxP-WvOeFq1mPEH4uOlUOEUSD5KEep_hc-6W8rxqyBdZn8U1ZfhGURVRaGuArpa5whaIsoZk2CQNpzP9YD1lVEJCZWRkIOySrsFk9ICk2qMSKjmVFxkQnJmi3qmSGrwi3-Xxwh67_1v

To register your interest, please scan the
QR code below or email
LRITesolandcareers@lancashire.gov.uk

Lancashire

County -
Council

1 - Starting 6th January 2026, Down Town will be offering free informal ESOL (English for Speakers of Other Languages) classes!

Two levels available:
e Beginners: 10:30 AM
e Intermediate: 11:30 AM

Register here: https.//forms.office.com/e/na6hWPb2st



https://forms.office.com/e/na6hWPb2st?fbclid=IwZXh0bgNhZW0CMTAAYnJpZBEwZTV1bE11Rk03enRKT09sMnNydGMGYXBwX2lkEDIyMjAzOTE3ODgyMDA4OTIAAR4IFKOKdAnro9LLydXJzmQMHwK1tkGn1InGDvvIdYd3FnLWoA0BnCKaV3RLFg_aem_-tO_ZKSIKUZm7cbM55dynQ
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We also need your help with donations for our Mud Kitchen and forest school!

Donations of pots, pans and utensils for our mud kitchen would be very much appreciated,
along with any old wellies and waterproofs that you no longer have a use for that our children
can wear whilst joining in with our new forest school.

Many thanks



INHS)|

Lancashire &
South Cumbria

NHS Foundation Trust

East Lancashire
Young People’s Mental Health

Concerned about your Mental Health?
Are you under 18 or concerned about
someone under 18?

Advice sessions are available on-line via
‘Attend Anywhere’
Delivered by CYPMH East
tinyurl.com/ELCAS-LSCFT

Enter the word “CYPMH East” as the first name and “drop in” as the
second name followed by your date of birth.
You will then enter our virtual waiting area where we will collect you.

Wednesday 7" January 2026 1pm-3pm
Wednesday 14" January 2026 3pm - 5pm
Wednesday 21 January 2026 5pm-7pm
Wednesday 28" January 2026 1pm-3pm

Our new school uniform is now available to purchase from Moonline. Prices are listed below.

We realise that the process converting to the new uniform has not been smooth sailing
therefore we understand if you do not wish to purchase the new uniform until the new
academic year (September 2026). Please note that when we return in September 2026 the new
uniform will be compulsory for all pupils.

If you are in need of any of our ‘old style’ uniform, please get in contact with us and we can help
with some of the stock we have in school.

We hope this provides families with ample time to make purchases and prepare for the
transition.

Navy/Sky - % Zip Top -3-4 Yrs - 11-12 Yrs - £13.9912-13 Above - £14.99
Navy/Sky - Polo - 3-4 Yrs - 11-12 Yrs - £11.5012-13 Above - £12.99
Navy/Sky - Shorts - 3-4 Yrs - 11-12 Yrs - £8.9912-13 Above - £9.99
Navy/Sky - Leggings - £11.50 All sizes to 13 Years

Navy/Sky - Track Bottoms - £12.99 All sizes to 13 Years



Parents,

If there are any changes in terms of allergies, medication, contact numbers, photo consent or
anything we need to know about please ensure that you are keeping us regularly up to date. If
you also would like to come in and check with us that what we have on our system is correct
please call into the office, it is so important that we have all the correct and relevant

information to keep your children safe.
Kind Regards

The office team

St. Mary’s R.C. Primary School
ry ry  Romero
A Voluntary Academy Cathalic Acacenny Trust
Holcombe Drive, Burnley, Lancashire BB10 4BH

Tel: (01282) 427546

e-mail: messageus@st-marys-burnley.lancs.sch.uk

web-site: www.st-marys-burnlev.lancs.sch.uk
Head teacherf Mr Ian Jones

Dear Parents/Carers

Due to a child in our school with a severe nut allergy we are now a nut free school.

Please ensure that any snack or packed lunch your child brings to school does not contain
any nuts.

Thank you for your continued support.
Kind Regards

School Office

Online Safety

Please find below some information on how to help keep children safe on social media and
some guidance on how to set parental restrictions on devices and accounts.



Social Media,

Facebook (13+)

Included in Facebook's settings are
the ability to set who can see your
posts, who can contact you and the

Instagram (13+)

When you set up your account, it is automatically
set as public (except if you are under 18 and it is
set to private as default, although you can change

WhatsApp
18+

By default, WhatsApp sets your privacy

ability to review all posts before
appearing on your timeline.

itto public).

Remove a follower: Go to their profile and

Unfriend: go to their profile, click

on the three dots, click on

Following and tap Unfollow.

Blocking: go to their profile click

onthe three dots and select Block.
book Privacy Check up: this tool

helps you review your settings:

tap ‘Following’ and select Unfollow.
Blocking/Reporting: To do this, tap their

select Block or Report.

129750225359721

You can also set up Family Centre
(supervision) on Messenger: hittps://
child follows and screen time: hitps://

182587384506653 help.inst 184592

Turn off commenting on a post: Tap the 3 dots
above your post and select Turn Off Commenting.

Find out more here: https://help.instagram.com/
196883487377501

You can also set up Family Centre (supervision) to
give you access to tools such as see who your

settings to allow any WhatsApp user to
see your read receipts, last

seen, about and profile photo. To
change any of these settings, go

to Settings and then select Privacy.

username, tap on the 3 dots in the top right and

Blocking/Reporting: You can block
and report a user by clicking on their
name and selecting Block or Report.
You can report any issues direct to
WhatsApp within the app by going to
Settings, Help, Help Center and
Contact Us

Flnd out more here: https://.

tsapp.

helpref=faq_content

1491 751163/2

TikTok (13+)

You can choose to have a public or private account. If you set your account to
private, then only those you accept as friends can see your videos. To do this, go
to your profile, tap the 3 line icon, tap Settings and Privacy, go to Privacy and turn
on Private account (by default accounts for people under 16 are set to private).

Report inappropriste content: you can eport an accoun, video, comment and
message. Follow the instructi

X (13+)

When you set up your X account, you can
choose whether you would like to keep your
tweets public or protected (private). To check,
9o to Settings and Privacy, select Privacy and
Safety and then Audience and tagging and
ensure Protect your posts s selected.

Family Pairing
You can use Family Piring tolink your own TikTok account to your child's account.
This will give you access to additional controls such as:
+ Screen Time Management: Control how long your child can spend on
+ Direct Messages: Limit who can send messages to them or tur off direct
messaging completely. Direct messaging disabled for
registered accounts between the ages of 13 and 15.
. Restrict th
+ Search - Option to disable.

Tok.

Find out more here: d

Go to their profile,
on following’ to then select ‘unfollow.
Blocking/Report: Go to their profil, click the
three dots and select block or report.
Location: To keep your location private (so
followers can't see the location you are
tweeting from), under Settings and Privacy,
select Privacy and Safety, select Location
Information and ensure Precise location is.
disabled

Find out more here: hitps://help.x.com/en/
safety-and-security/x-privacy-settings

Snapchat (13+)

When you set up your account, it is automatically set so only friends you've added can contact you or view your story.

0 to the chat screen, tap and hold on a friends name, tap ‘Manage Friendship’ and then tap ‘Remove Friend".

Unfrient
Block a friend: Go to the chat screen, tap and hold on a friend's name, tap ‘Manage Friendship’ and then tap ‘Block.

Location settings: Ths feature allows y 0 see where you are including

you are at you have the app

open. Your

be shared on the map until you

open itfor the first time, at which point you can choose (please note that snaps you subrmit o Snap Map can stillshow up on the Map,

no matter what location setting you choose):
Ghost Mode (Only Me): your location won't be visible to anyone else.
My Friends: your location will be shared with all of your friends.
Select Friends, Except
Only These Friends

choose specific friends to share your location with.

our location will be shared with your friends, except the friends on this list.

Who Can Contact Me: in your privacy settings you can choose who can contact you directly with Snaps, Chats, calls, etc. Remember,
if you're in a group, then anyone can communicate with you in that Group Chat regardless of your settings. Find out more here:
hat

les/701. How-do-I-

Family Centre: this can be set up to provide parental control settings such as limit your child's ability to view certain content in
hat,

les/7121384944788 Faiilly:

the Stories and Spotlight tabs. Find out more here: h
Centre:




You can set up free parental controls and restrictions on most mobile devices, which can limit what your
child can access.

controls, you can restrict what
d or purchased from Google Play

goagle

Dates for your diary

Upcoming events:

February:
e Monday 9th - Reception Heights & Weights in school
e Wednesday 11th - Parents Evening
e Thursday 12th - Year 4 trip to Manchester Museum
e Friday 13th - School closes for half term (normal time)
e Wednesday 18th - Ash Wednesday
e Tuesday 24th - School re-opens

e Thursday 26th - Stage 3 Sacramental Programme meeting

e Tuesday 3rd - World Wildlife day

e Monday 9th - Science week

e Thursday 12th - Stage 4 sacramental programme meeting @ St Mary's school 6:30pm
e Tuesday 17th - St Patrick's day

¢ Monday 30th - Holy Week
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